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In celebration of the 60th anniversary of the city’s reorganization

Located almost in the center of Saitama Prefecture, Konosu City is renowned for its long history and
tradition of producing hina dolls (traditional dolls for girls) and has recently become famous as one
of the Japan’s largest “city of flowers.” With a population of approximately 120,000 people, the city is
surrounded by water and greenery and its abundant nature is in wonderful harmony with the tradi-
tional arts and crafts industry.

Konosu City boasts Japan’s No. 1 in eight areas, one of which is the width of Arakawa River. This fact
has gained much media attention through its original kawahaba (“river-width”) food items including
kawahaba udon. The city also attracts many people, locals and visitors alike, every year for its variety
of delightful events including the Konosu Surprise Hinamatsuri (doll festival), Konosu Flower Festi-
val, Konosu Fireworks Display and Konosu Pansy Marathon.

Konosu City was born as the 17th city in Saitama Prefecture after the merger of one town and five vil-
lages (Konosu Town, Mida Village, Tamamiya Village, Mamuro Village, Kasahara Village and Joko Vil-
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lage). Perfectly located within 50 km from the Tokyo metropolitan area, the city continues to develop
as the major urban city in the central region of the prefecture.

This year, Konosu City celebrates the 60th anniversary of its reorganization as a city, while also
marking the 10th year since it merged with Fukiage Town and Kawasato Town in October 2005. | am
excited to be able to celebrate such a milestone with the citizens. | hope from the bottom of my heart
that the history, culture and tradition that our forerunners have built will be passed on to the next
generation and that this celebration will serve as a good opportunity to foster city development
filled with dreams and hopes for the future.

This directory has been issued in commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the city’s reorganiza-
tion. It is filled with all the information pertaining to Konosu City including its rich nature, interest-
ing events and activities engaged by the local people. | hope that you will find this directory helpful
in rediscovering the appeal of “hometown Konosu” and appreciating the rich natural environment
that we are all proud of.
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City surrounded by many different flowers
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Power of the citizens supports this city surrounded by
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Power of the citizens supports this city
of rivers surrounded by greenery

A green environmentin Konosu City has helped people and nature coexist.
In the city, there are many citizens who have got involved in activities to
pass on such a precious natural environment to children for the future. They
love Konosu City. It is their love for the city that has become a driving force
and'played a crucial role in these activities.
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Historical City of dolls

Konosu City was one of the top three markets for hina dolls 5 ﬁ\ﬂi JE AV T (F A ij{ = A ? 4 Zj: 5 F & I_‘% E B
(Fradil.iona\doIIsforgirIs)inIheKantoareaimheEdope— *R ) % O /ﬁ; 75\ /S§ = _& (\: N Fﬁ 5 —l_-ﬁ :E) MS h % "El__;‘ _5 2':
riod (circa 1603-1868). It has long been known as a major Ly 1 ER 7‘;{ T \z s mzE S un Z o D& F o £ 2T
?roduceroflhemnationwi(.ie,passingdownthislradition _Lr N 'YD 18 0\ :E) % 1’1, U 7 |\ E U % T 7 3— 5 2 B =
rom generation to generation. - A y o =)
The city holds the Konosu Surprise Hinamatsuri (doll fes- R % E 7(%:& % i = ?{ %_ )l( 7@: L[_ X i) 3; LJ\ H 6 E I\ [
tival) from mid-February to early March every year. At the s s 4 o = o >
lobby of the city hall, a 31-tier hina dan pyramid attracts at;) % ?E ;EJ‘ 7‘:_ 5] =S Lg 31 l\|/ ttg E\ﬁ 2 ? % $ o ?\ Z):
everyone's attention. This pyramid reaches seven meters S h{ — —E— tE 3— = n )o 5 T EE IE) A A 7;‘_:
in height, the highest hina dan pyramid in Japan. Besides ;h :E’ i’@ S (Z 2 ER 3; n A Jh, - ? Z—ﬂ% = i%
this, you can see many different hina dan pyramids in the é\t O: O: Hﬁ - EI:J J:T: O: ) El = ) = 7": J,,;E; { U 3
festival, including pentagonal, hexagonal and octagonal 3— ;z % ia;ﬁ /\ Z): % 7:5~ Z): Z'K =] 3[_1 0) A = T — ﬁ
pyramids. During the event, hina dolls are also placed in o 7= A/ ':F' % 7:4._ T A} 7;_#_ — & B 73: L 11 E
Konosu Station and the old Nakasendo highway, and help U Z By 3_ pic] 3— Z =] @ ()] ~ < 7 Eﬁ /EU
enhance the festive atmosphere of the hinamatsuri. DAY= S B = 73? [Zo Fﬁ 7& (AN 'f’E \Z
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Power of the citizens supports
hometown festivals creating emotional ties with other people

The citizens share a passion for Konosu City, their.hometown. They have held this passion dear to
their heart for so long. It is the citizens passion that has become a-driving force and played a crucial
role in creating fantastic festivals and traditional events, which will remain’in peaple’s hearts, as
well as the fireworks displays which the citizens are so proud of.
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City center stretching beyond the largest field of flowers in Japan
Konosu area

The Konosu area is located in the heart of Konosu City, stretching beyond
Japan’s largest field of poppies, one of the symbols of Konosu, a city of flow-
ers and dolls. The fields of poppies lie along the dry riverbeds of the Arakawa
River, which is also known as the widest river in Japan, and is connected
with the opposite shore by the Onari-bashi Bridge. JR Takasaki Line, the Old
Nakasendo highway and Route 17 run through the city center in parallel. Com-
mercial facilities and public facilities are centered around Konosu Station.
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JR Fukiage Station and Attractive landscape of the Arakawa River

" Fukiage area:

The Fukiage area in the northwest of the city also offers beautiful landscapes, including
the riverside along the Arakawa River and the Motoarakawa River. There is a soccer ground
and a park golf course beside Japan's longest water pipe bridge, and its surrounding area is
covered with cosmos flowers in autumn. JR Fukiage Station is surrounded by public facili-
ties and residential areas. You can see many bridges that represent the heritage of modern
civil structures over the Motoarakawa River, which is lined with famous 2.5-kilometer-long
rows of cherry blossom trees and stone tablets inscribed with a haiku poem.
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Vast and tranquil countryside
Kawasato area

The Kawasato area in the northeastern part of the city is an area rid-;ly cultivated with rice
and flowers. The plots are beautifully developed like a patchwork. The waterfront areas

~ around Benten Pond and the Minumadai Irrigational Canal also show their natural beauty
throughout the seasons. In the heart of the Kawasato area, there are two halls which

contain a number of public facilities: the Furusato (hometown) Hall and the Kawasato Hall.
The latter just opened in 2014. The Kawasato Industrial Estate spreads through a wide area
of Akagidai, which is adjacent to Gyoda City.
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As you can see from the famous phrase, “We no

S B R R A B B, A b T
< ,n £ 5 = 2 33 E onger live in the post-war era,” in the ite
Y ey ZBfEA L. EEL?‘D@%&%@ﬁ?F Paper on Economics, Japan achieved remarkable

iﬁ%'cl«‘i = e recovery and took the first step into its period of
3 high economic growth. Japan was more energetic

than ever throughout this rapid growth period.
In 1964, for example, the Tokaido Shinkansen and
the Tomei Expressway were officially opened, and
the Summer Olympic Games were held in Tokyo.
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Iz.jé ;E 1k ¥ il % g@ 1 muro Village and Kasahara Village). In September that year, Konosu City was created and the city administration began,
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There was a big change in a framework of local administration during
this period. The change was named the Great Heisei Mergers in which

the Omnibus Decentralization Act was enacted and new special bonds
municipalities in Japan was reduced by half. Throughout this period, the

people have put more emphasis on welfare and the environment than
ever, while witnessing the emergence of a far more advanced informa-

for post-merger projects were issued. As a result of this, the number of
tion society.
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Deeply indulged in delicious Konosu cuisine
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houghiitis located to the Tokyo metropolitan area, Konosu City still keeps in
apes. Local cuisine making full use of such local fresh produce include
manju (popular traditional Japanese confection filled with red bean paste

han (festive reddish rice colored with steamed azuki beans); budo dai
This local gourmet meal offers you a wide variety of choices. Those choices include kawahaba udon (thick white wheat noodles),

tonkatsu (breaded, deep-fried pork cutlet), tekka don (bowl of rice topped with sliced tuna), soba (thin noodles made from buck-
wheat flour), Japanese confectionery and senbei (Japanese rice crackers which vary in shape, size and flavor). We hope that you

and named after Japan’s widest river running through the city (kawahaba means the width of a river in Japanese).
will fully enjoy the delicious Konosu cuisine that has been created and developed in Konosu City.

cake) dough; and Konotori densetsu mai (legendary rice of oriental storks), organic rice produced in

confection consisting of a big budo (grape berry) covered with chewy d
Konosu City. The Konosu kawahaba gourmet meal is a local gourmet mea
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and pleasant society E D
While making full use of its rich natural environment, the city has HR ﬂﬁ Bf( 2
been working on the comprehensive and systematic use of its land U 7}( ﬂ% <
so that city development will not create an imbalance between %E L— A
1 L
different areas. The city has improved its residential roads and de- /b J: l;ﬁ é\t
veloped its highways. It will also make further efforts to revitalize / v 9
and increase the convenience of the three stations whose nearby C 55 7J< °
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City development which enriches people’s minds
and instills a sense of excitement

The city has been working on creating a society which allows its
citizens to find a purpose throughout their life and encourages
their creativity. In order to make this happen, it has made efforts
to improve its school education, social education and lifelong
learning and promote sports and recreational activities, as well as
develop the youth who will be responsible for the next generation.
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City development in collaboration with citizens

The city has implemented measures to encourage the citizens to
socialize in the communities. Such measures include revitaliza-
tion of community activities and development of and support
for citizens’ groups, as well as development of places for mutual
exchanges and information sharing among the citizens. Further-
more, it has promoted city development in collaboration with
citizens, while disclosing information, increasing opportunities to
hear public opinions and enhancing its PR activities.
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The city has promoted its unique industries, making full use of N

local characteristics, such as the flower and hina doll industries. 0) SE P

Moreover, it has made efforts to promote its commerce and indus- 35 % 7’]\ R

try. Those efforts include creating a better environment for shop- 3‘ [ L/ N
ping streets, revitalizing the existing stores, improving corporate ° Ay

technologies, building a better corporate culture, attracting new = TC %E

companies to the city and creating more industries. = ;% M
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Assembly

Public Administration

The social environment has been changing signif-
icantly, posing many challenges that pertain to
issues such as the prolonged economic downturn,
aging population combined with the declining
birth rate, dwindling population, global environ-
ment concerns and decentralization of power
from central government to local administration.
To realize its future vision, “Konosu: a city filled
with the scent of flowers and greenery which
respects individuality,” Konosu City continues to
strive for the efficient and effective management
of the publicadministration.

In addition, in order to realize city develop-
ment that promotes the collaboration between
the people and the public administration, it is
ensured that the information is shared between
the two and that the environment is set up to
encourage the participation of the citizens.

The city council consists of 26 city councilors that have
been selected to represent the citizens. In addition to
the regular meetings held four times a year, special
meetings are held as needed to have exhaustive discus-
sions on the future direction of municipal administration
while reflecting citizens’ opinions in governing the city.
Also, there are four standing committees pertaining to
different issues (political measures, educational welfare,
city development and citizens’ environment) where the
committee members conduct specialized research and
analyses for each area.
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City development based on streamlined
and effective administrative management

The city has been working hard on gaining a correct understanding of citizens’ needs, in order to
promote management reform which gives the highest priority to satisfaction of citizens. It will
continue to be involved in city development, with the aim of implementing efficient and functional
administrative management which will quickly respond to the changing times.
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Profile of Konosu City

Located almost in the center of Saitama Prefecture, Konosu City is covered with rich soil
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thanks to Arakawa River running in the southwest. Blessed with a nice climate, it is suitable

for growing a variety of fruits and flowers.

Konosu City was born in 1954 as the 17th city in Saitama Prefecture after the merger of one
town and five villages (Konosu Town, Mida Village, Tamamiya Village, Mamuro Village,
Kasahara Village and Joko Village). During Edo Period, the city prospered as the post station
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on Nakasendo Road. It boasts over 380 years of tradition as the town for hina dolls and has

recently become nationally renowned as the “city of flowers.” Konosu City merged with Fuki-
age Town and Kawasato Town on October 1, 2005 and was reborn as a bigger city.

Perfectly located within 50 km from the Tokyo metropolitan area, the city continues to de-
velop as one of the major urban cities in the central region of the prefecture.
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